
P A g e  1E l i t e  E q u i n e  C l i e n t  L i b r a r y

E q u i n e  d e n t i s t r y

W h a t  i s  " e q u i n e  d e n t i s t r y " ?
Equine dentistry plays a vital role in maintaining your horse’s overall health,

comfort, and performance. Horses’ teeth continually erupt and wear down

unevenly over time. This can lead to sharp edges, hooks, or other dental

abnormalities that cause pain, difficulty eating, and resistance when ridden.

Regular dental examinations allow early detection and correction of these issues,

ensuring proper chewing, digestion, and bit comfort. Routine dental care — ideally

performed at least once a year by a qualified vet dentist — helps keep your horse’s

mouth healthy and prevents long-term problems that can affect both wellbeing

and performance.

At Elite Equine, all of our veterinarians have completed additional post-graduate

training in equine dentistry, keeping them up to date with current equine

dentistry knowledge and treatments. They are also able to perform extractions of

teeth if required based on examination and radiographs. 
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Common clinical signs that a horse may need dental attention include:

Dropping feed (quidding) : Partially chewed hay or feed falls from the mouth
while eating.
Difficulty chewing or swallowing : Taking longer to eat or favouring one side of
the mouth.
Weight loss or poor condition : Caused by inefficient chewing and digestion.
Excessive salivation or drooling : Especially during or after eating.
Bad breath (halitosis) : Often a sign of infection or dental decay.
Head tossing or resistance to the bit : Discomfort when bridled or ridden.
Nasal discharge (often unilateral) : May indicate a tooth root infection or sinus
involvement.
Facial swelling or lumps along the jaw : Possible sign of dental abscesses or
root problems.
Undigested feed in manure : Indicates poor grinding efficiency.
Behavioural changes : Irritability, reluctance to eat hard feed, or general
discomfort.
Frequent choking episodes : choking can relate to dentition problems

Regular dental examinations — at least every 12 months (or more frequent if
treating a specific condition)— can help detect and correct these problems early,
preventing pain and performance issues.
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h o r s e  D e n t i t i o n
A horse’s dentition is uniquely adapted for

grazing, with teeth that continuously erupt and

wear down throughout life. Adult horses

typically have 36 to 44 teeth , including

incisors for cutting and cheek teeth for

grinding fibrous feed. Because their teeth are

constantly changing, uneven wear, sharp

points, or other dental issues can easily

develop. Regular dental care helps maintain

proper chewing function, comfort, and overall

health.



All dentals performed by Elite Equine Vets are routinely completed under standing
sedation. Sedation allows our vets to calmly load horses onto our portable dental crush,
which is designed to keep you, your horse and the vet safe. 

Because horses have large mouths and strong jaw muscles, sedation is essential for
safe, thorough, and stress-free dental examination and treatment. It keeps the horse
calm and still, relaxing the tongue and allowing the veterinarian to clearly visualise and
access all areas of the mouth. Sedation enables a detailed examination of the teeth,
cheeks, tongue, and palate using tools such as lights, mirrors, and oroscopes, ensuring
no pathology is missed. It also allows more intricate procedures—like hook reduction,
feed removal, cleaning of pockets, radiographs, and extractions to be performed
efficiently and comfortably.

Only vets can legally sedate a horse and have the insurance to do so.
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t h e  r o l e  o f  S e d a t i o n

w h y  v i s i o n  m a t t e r s
Using a light and dental mirror allows veterinarians to clearly see all areas of a horse’s
mouth, improving visibility and diagnostic accuracy. This helps identify issues such as
fractures, caries, and soft tissue lesions that might otherwise go unnoticed. Visual
examination reduces the need for invasive probing, creating a calmer, less stressful
experience for the horse. 

These tools also enhance communication with owners by allowing practitioners to
show and explain dental findings, reinforcing the importance of regular check-ups and
preventive care.

You can feel what you can’t see and see what you can’t feel, so we must do both
to deliver the highest standard of care to our horses
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When comparing the costs of equine dental care to other expenses such as feed and
hoof care, regular dental check-ups are an essential investment. While quality feed
and hoof care help support overall health, neglecting dental health can lead to
serious issues like colic or choke, resulting in costly emergencies. A horse with healthy
teeth is more likely to chew effectively and absorb nutrients optimally. This results in
improved performance, a happier horse and therefore a happier owner. 

Our veterinarians have completed extensive training in equine anatomy, dental
disease, diagnostics, and treatment, enabling them to safely sedate horses and
provide comprehensive dental care. They use specialised equipment for advanced
procedures and are trained to manage complications, reducing the risk of harm and
long-term costs. When indicated, veterinarians can perform diagnostic imaging, such
as X-rays, to identify underlying issues early. Their work is guided by strict professional
and ethical standards, ensuring that every horse receives safe, effective, and high-
quality dental care.

If you are only looking once a year, wouldn’t you rather it be a thorough look? 
Saving just $4.50 a week will cover the cost of your horse’s annual dental. 
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w h a t  y o u  a r e  p a y i n g  f o r

s a f e ,  s k i l l e d  a n d  p o w e r e d
We want to emphasise that the safety of any instrument (be it hand or power tool)
used in a horse's mouth depends entirely on the skill of the person using it. When
handled by professionals and performed under direct vision, these tools are
exceptional; however, in the hands of untrained operators, they can become quite
dangerous.

Power tools in equine dentistry allow veterinarians to work with precision and safety,
removing only the necessary amount of enamel while minimising the risk of soft
tissue injury. Their controlled, uniform cutting action ensures a smooth, consistent
finish and reduces uneven wear or over-filing. Built-in safety features, such as
automatic shut-off and variable speeds, enhance control and protection. Additionally,
power tools reduce physical strain on veterinarians, helping maintain accuracy and
treatment quality throughout the procedure.
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If you have any questions or concerns please contact us on 
0412 619 740.


